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AB - PURPOSE:To easily and excellently read a color document by 
sampling/holding each chrominance signal to apply color separation, making an 
output level at white color reference plate reading at every color constant and 
outputting a signal whose highest and lowest black level is corrected as a time series 
signal. 

CONSTITUTIONrR, G, B signals outputted fi-om a CCD 14 are subjected to 
variable amplification 15, inputted to the computing element 62c of a shading 
correction section 62, where the set coefficient of, e.g., XI. is multipled. Its output is 
separated into R, G, B signals by sample/hold circuits 37a-37c. Then each 
chrominance signal whose maximum/minimum value are corrected by black level 
correction sections 65a-65c is inputted to a multiplexer 66 depending on the read level 
of a white reference board 1 7 and a read level of the black part of the document 1 1 . 
Then the result is outputted to an A/D converter 67 in the same sequence as the output 
of the CCD 14, outputted externally and led to the shading correction section 62. 
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